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INTRODUCTION

It has been almost 25 years since the entry into force of the Italian antitrust law, and since then 
academia, the press and vested interests have tended to limit their discussions of Italian antitrust 
to the implications of specific decisions, or to highlight the limitations of specific normative de-
velopments. Only very rarely has there been a systematic assessment of antitrust enforcement in 
Italy, with a view to proposing forms and methods that improve on, or even reconceptualise, as 
the case may be, adopted practices. Such an assessment would go beyond what may be possible 
by judicial review.  Indeed, the function of the Courts is to intervene only in specific cases and 
when it is strictly necessary. It is not their function to determine the overall direction of the Au-
thority, or to scrutinize its strategic choices.         

Thus far, every reform carried out by the Authority originated from internal reflections. The 
solutions adopted – though they have been developed in recent years following public consulta-
tions, in line with best administrative practices – were all nevertheless of internal origin. Yet it is 
in the best interests of the wider public and of the Authority itself to ensure that it is not left alone 
in the management of its organizational and functional evolution. 

The present Forum will be repeated every year in order to study and debate issues of broad 
concern to the Authority, with a perspective going beyond individual decisions and cases, and 
in an atmosphere of open discussion (the participants being asked to refrain from reporting 
opinions expressed during Forum proceedings). The themes for reflection will be geared toward 
broad lines of policy and will hopefully respond to the needs of the Authority. They will include, 
for example: the transparency of the decision-making process; sanctions and remedies; priori-
tisation; cooperation with other national competition authorities; relations with the business 
community and with the liberal professions; its interaction with other public authorities; etc. For 
its part, the Authority is not expected to take a position or express a view regarding the themes 
chosen or the solutions proposed. It will be free, naturally, to take account of any suggestions to 
the extent it sees fit.         



PROGRAMME

09:00 Registration

09:30 I: Is the AGCM an effective antitrust enforcer?  
Chair:    Alberto Heimler

Introductory presentations

Carlo Scarpa
Cristoforo Osti

10:00 Panel: Techniques, tools and priorities

Alberto Pera   Leniency in Italy: design, execution and effectiveness
Claudio Tesauro   Compliance programs: is there a more balanced approach? 
Ginevra Bruzzone   The role of economic analysis in the Authority’s decisions:  
    trends and recent evolutions
Roberto Pardolesi   Fining practices: enough predictability? 
Philip Collins  Should antitrust authorities have priorities?

11:15 Coffee break

11:30 Roundtable discussion

12:45 Lunch

14:15 II: Is the system of antitrust enforcement in Italy effective?
Chair:  Giorgio Monti

Introductory presentations

Mario Siragusa 
Cristina Caffarra



14:45 Panel: Systemic issues

Piero Fattori   The rights of defense 
Paolo Buccirossi    Economic analysis as a defence in Italy
Luigi Prosperetti    Follow-on claims and the Italian Courts
Frederic Jenny   The role of economic analysis in judicial review

16:00  Coffee break

16:15 Roundtable discussion

17:30 Close of proceedings


